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August 17, 2021 

Dear Dartmouth Community: 

It’s that time of year again. I imagine each of you is trying to avoid thinking about summer coming to an end. 
Very soon our students will be arriving for the 2021-2022 school year. We are obviously thrilled to be able to 
welcome all students back to in-person learning on Wednesday, September 1.  While we are making every 
effort to create normalcy, we are aware that the COVID-19 pandemic will continue to impact our operations.   

After a year and a half the rules and regulations being imposed because of COVID certainly feel burdensome. 
Despite the frustration we all feel, we are committed to moving forward with guidelines that will support our 
efforts to keep students and staff as safe as possible and to keep our students in school.  

We are fully aware that area public school districts will choose different approaches to health and safety in 
the new school year. In Dartmouth we have decided to maintain our mask mandate policy put into effect last 
year. That means all students, staff and visitors, regardless of vaccination status, will be required to wear 
masks while in a school building.  Face masks will not be required when outdoors or when an individual works 
alone in a segregated space. In accordance with current federal requirements masking on buses is still in 
effect. Please note social distancing requirements have been lifted thereby allowing all students to attend in-
person full-time, five days per week.  

Also be advised the district will not be offering a remote learning option this year. Each school will develop 
strategies to support students who may need to quarantine. This may include such options as attending 
tutorial sessions or accessing assignments from Google Classroom.   

This year the district will be participating in the statewide COVID-19 testing program. This will serve as a 
critical surveillance tool for our district in administering the TEST and STAY program and Symptomatic Testing. 
Participation in these options will minimize the impact of quarantining due to exposure to COVID-19 and help 
us keep students in school. Students will only participate with permission from a parent or guardian. Details 
about this program and a permission slip will be forthcoming soon.  

The pandemic will continue to challenge us, but we choose to focus on the positives such as having all 
students return to our classrooms. As always, we will monitor the public health situation and make 
adjustments to our practices as necessary.  

Wishing everyone a great start to the new school year.  

Sincerely, 

Bonny L. Gifford, Ed.D. 
Superintendent 
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